DESIGNATED    MILKS
receipt of the application, the premises and methods employed must be
inspected by an official of the authority concerned. In addition, the health
of the herd must be approved by the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries
Veterinary Inspectors. Before any new raw rnilk licence is granted: pre-
licence samples up to three in number should be submitted for laboratory
examination. In the case of raw milks, the inspection should be particu-
larly concerned with methods of milking and the sterilisation of the utensils,
containers and bottles. In deciding the suitability of premises, the require-
ments of the Milk and Dairies Regulations, 1949, should be taken as a
minimum standard. It is extremely important to ensure that premises
and methods are such as will enable the producer to comply regularly with
the prescribed standard for the grade of milk he intends to produce. In
the past, there has been considerable divergence between the requirements
of the various licensing authorities. No fixed standard of requirements in
every case and in every part of the country will ever be possible, desirable
though that may be, but it must be emphasised that it is now possible for
much more uniformity to be achieved. This is extremely important as the
weakness, indeed danger, of varying standards must be obvious to anyone
engaged in the control of milk supplies. It is recommended that the sources
of supply should be verified before any licence is granted to a dealer, while
the processes employed at dealer's premises together with the records of
milk purchased and sold, should be frequently inspected. It cannot be too
often emphasised that co-operation between all interested parties is essential
as many other persons may be closely interested in the proposals outside the
immediate orbit of the licensing official. If the licensing authority considers
that the premises or the methods in use are such as will render the applicant
unable to comply with the requirements of the Regulations, a licence should
be refused. The grounds of any such refusal should always be communicated
to the applicant who should be informed of his right of appeal against the
decision, which right he can exercise if he wishes.
In connection with the sampling of raw designated milks, the collection
and examination of monthly samples is to be carried out with the co-operation
of trade interests where possible, and it is the first time that methods of
sampling, storage and testing have been specified in any Regulations as
previously this procedure has been dealt with in an official memorandum.
Following agreement with the dairy industry, one sample per month will be
obtained and examined from milks delivered at creamery platforms and
these will be followed at quarterly intervals by an official sample obtained
and examined by the National Milk Testing Service. In this way, four
samples per annum will be examined independent of trade interests. In
the case of producer-retailers, all samples will be taken, at any point prior
to delivery to the consumer, by the National Milk Testing Service who will
also deal with supplies entering small dairies who do not possess, suitable
laboratory accommodation. The records of samples taken by trade interests
will be available for inspection by officials of the Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries. Additional samples will be obtained by the National Milk
Testing Service at the farms from those producers who fail to reach the
specified standard. Each adverse report will be notified to the producer
concerned although he is not likely to hear anything unless his samples
fail to pass the test. In the case of any failure, a visit of the Milk Produc-
tion Officer to the premises should follow in order that any defects in
methods or plant may be quickly corrected. In the case of two or more